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DECLARING A MAJOR 
You may declare your Major after you have earned 39 academic credit hours, to include transfer, advanced placement, and 
International Baccalaureate credit accepted by the College. The most common time to declare a Major is the Spring semester of 
the sophomore year.  You must declare your major when you have earned 54 academic credit hours. 
Before your advisor meeting, you should run a “What If” Degree Evaluation for your intended major, and complete the 
Declaration/Change of Major form. (You can run your degree evaluation by accessing Banner Self Service and Student 
Records.) You must then meet with your major advisor to review the evaluation and the form.  Significant deviations from your 
recommended academic program should be discussed with your Major advisor.  Declared Major(s) may be changed at any time 
by submitting a new Declaration/Change of Major form to the Office of the University Registrar.  Declaration of Major forms 
will NOT be accepted without an advisor’s signature or if they are incomplete. 

SINGLE VS. DOUBLE MAJORS 
College of Arts & Sciences and School of Business  
 You must declare a Major – you may also declare two majors; or one major and a minor. 
School of Education 

Elementary Education - you must declare two majors – Primary Major in Arts & Sciences and Secondary Major in    
Elementary Education.  

Secondary Education – this is a licensure program, not a major.  You must declare an Arts & Sciences Major in the 
subject area you wish to teach (English, Government, History, Math, a Science, Hispanic Studies, French, German or 
Latin). 

 
MAJOR LIST  
 See our website at www.wm.edu/registrar/ or the current Undergraduate Course Catalog. 
 

 
INSTRUCTIONS  

1. Run a “What If” Degree Evaluation (for your intended major) via Banner Self Service.  Complete a Declaration/Change 
of Major form.  You should take a copy of the degree evaluation and the completed Declaration of Major form to your 
advisor meeting.  To determine who your advisor will be, visit the main office for the department, program or school of 
your intended Major.  To declare Business or Education majors, you must first apply for admission to the School of 
Business or School of Education. 

2. Have your major advisor review and sign the completed form.  Your declaration of major cannot be processed 
without an advisor signature.  For double majors, please submit a separate form for each major. 

3. For most Arts & Sciences Majors, submit the completed and signed declaration of major form to the University 
Registrar’s Office.  Majors that require additional or special approvals are listed below: 

 Education – students must apply to the School of Education. Submit your application to Jones Hall, Room 100.  
Do NOT complete the Declaration of Major form to add Education as a major or licensure program. 

 Global Studies/International Relations majors – final approval must be given by the respective program chair.  Do 
not return the declaration form to the Office of the University Registrar. 

 Interdisciplinary Studies majors - final approval for interdisciplinary majors in Linguistics, Literary and Cultural 
Studies, and Medieval and Renaissance Studies must be given by the Interdisciplinary Studies Committee.  Once you have 
met with your advisor and completed the declaration of major form, it must be submitted to the Charles Center.  Do not 
return the declaration form to the Office of the University Registrar.   
All other interdisciplinary majors (Black Studies, Environmental Science and Policy, Neuroscience, and Women’s Studies) 
must be approved by the respective department chair.  Several of these departments also have major worksheets that will be 
completed, signed by the advisor, and submitted with the declaration of major form to the Office of the University Registrar. 

 
 Music majors – copies of the completed declaration of major form must also be submitted to the student’s advisor and to 

the administrative assistant in the Department of Music. 
 Business majors - students must first apply for admission to the School of Business.  Four semesters of residency, after 

acceptance to the School of Business, are required for graduation.  Submit your declaration form to the School of Business.  
Do not return the Declaration form to the Office of the University Registrar. 

The College of William and Mary 
Office of the University Registrar 
Blow Memorial Hall – Room 108 
757-221-2800 fax 757-221-2151 
registrar@wm.edu 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR 
DECLARATION/CHANGE OF MAJOR  
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SECTION A:  Declaration □  Primary Major      □  Secondary Major                  Is this a change? □ Y □ N 
 

(This form cannot be used to declare a minor. The Declaration of Academic Minor form is available at www.wm.edu/registrar) 
Have you submitted a Notice of Candidacy Form? □YES If yes, for what term?___________________________________ 
  □NO If no, what is your expected graduation date?________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________  93____________________________________ 
Student Name  Last  First  MI    Student ID Number 
 
______________________________________     ____________________@wm.edu 
Mailing Address         William and Mary e-mail address 
 
___________________________________     _______________________________ 
City, State Zip        Campus/Local Phone 
 
__________________________________     _______________________________ 
Degree  (BA, BS, BBA)       Fr./So Advisor and Department 
 
I wish to declare the following Major(s): ________________________________ _______________________________________ 
      Primary Major    Concentration within your major (if applicable) 
 
      _______________________________ _______________________________________ 
      Secondary Major    Concentration within your major (if applicable) 

You do NOT need to complete the rest of the form, If you are only dropping a Major or switching your Primary/ Secondary Majors. 

SECTION B:  General Education, Proficiency and Seminar Requirements  

 (Please complete this section BEFORE you meet with your advisor.) 
Proficiency/Seminar Requirements: 
Freshman Seminar   Intended course(s)/exemption and semester taken _____________________ 
Lower Division Writing    Intended course(s)/exemption and semester taken _____________________ 
Foreign Language   Intended course(s)/exemption and semester taken _____________________ 
DIL     Intended course(s)/exemption and semester taken _____________________ 
 

General Education Requirements (GER’s) 
List completed, in progress, and “not met” courses in the white boxes.   

General Education Requirement Description Course 1 Course 2 Course 3 Not Met   
(list course(s) 

anticipated for 
completion)

GER 1 Math and Quantitative Reasoning  
(one course) 

    

GER2 Natural Sciences 
 (two courses and one associated lab) 

  Lab  

GER 3 Social Sciences 
 (two courses) 

    

GER 4 World Cultures and History 
 (three courses) 

Category A Category B Category A, B or C  

GER 5 Literature and History of the Arts 
 (one course) 

    

GER 6 Creative & Performing Arts  
(two credits in the same instrument or creative/performing 
art) 

    

GER 7 Philosophical, Religious & Social Thought 
(one course) 

    

I understand I am responsible for reviewing my degree evaluation and completing all GER and major requirements prior to 
graduation. 
Student Signature________________________________________  Date ________________________ 

The College of William and Mary 
Office of the University Registrar 
Blow Memorial Hall – Room 108 
(757) 221-2800 • registrar@wm.edu 

DECLARATION/CHANGE OF MAJOR  
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SECTION C:  Requirements for the Major – (Please complete this section in PENCIL, BEFORE you meet with your 
advisor(s). Completed section is to be reviewed with Advisor(s)) 

** If you plan to complete both a Primary and a Secondary major, you must complete a page 3 {which includes Sections C, 
D and E (if required) for both majors.    

Core Courses for 
Major (List courses) 

Completed?/ 
In progress 

(check box and 
note semester) 

Not Met?     
(Note the intended 

Semester for 
completion)

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

Major Writing Req.   

Major Computing 
Requirement 

  

 

Elective Courses 
for Major  (List 
courses) 

Completed?/ 
In progress 

 (check box and 
note semester) 

Not Met?     
(Note the intended 

Semester for 
completion)

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

 

 

 I have reviewed my Degree Evaluation for my intended major and have discussed all of the course requirements with my major 
advisor(s). I understand I am responsible for making sure all my degree requirements have been met.  

 

Furthermore, I understand that if the courses to be used to apply toward my major: are transferred to William & Mary after matriculation; 
are elective credits; or are not labeled as a course(s) that can meet the requirements of this major, as outlined in the catalog, then the 
approval of  the Committee on Degrees (COD) is attached  (form may be printed at --
http://www.wm.edu/as/undergraduate/documents/studentdocs/ExceptionsDegreeReqs.pdf). 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
Student Signature          Date 
***Please retain a photocopy of completed form for your records. 

 

SECTION D:  Advisor Approval (form will NOT be accepted without advisor signature) 

I have reviewed the Degree Evaluation and discussed all of the course requirements with the student. 
  
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________      
Print Full Name (as it appears in Banner)       Signature           Date  
   

SECTION E:  Departmental Approvals (Required for majors in American Studies, Black Studies, Environmental Science and 
Policy, Global Studies, International Relations, Music, Neuroscience, and Women’s Studies)  

 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Printed Name    Signature     Date 
 

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY   
Date Processed: ________________                            Initials:   ______________ 


